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Announcement third international interlaboratory study on perfluorinated compounds – method evaluation for water and fish

10 January 2007

Dear colleague,

We are pleased to announce the 3rd International Interlaboratory Study on perfluorinated compounds (PFCs). This ILS will focus on the matrices surface water and fish tissue. The 1st PFC ILS showed that intercomparability of analytical results for environmental matrices was relatively poor for fish and water
, showing the need for further development of the analytical methodologies. Considerable analytical developments have taken place since then. Recently published studies showed that methods are now available for accurate measurement of a wide range of PFCs in water and biota. It’s the right time now to test these methods groupwise by means of an ILS. This ILS is designed to obtain valuable information on method performance should result in guidelines for methods that deliver accurate analytical data for regulatory, routine and/or research purposes. This study will be carried out according to international standards on method performance studies (ie. ISO-5725). To obtain maximum benefit from the analytical progress in the field, a technical analytical workshop is organised prior to the actual study.
Workshop

Participants are asked to attend a workshop which aims at discussion of the ins and outs of PFC analysis in water and fish. We will aim at an interactive workshop where experts in the field (from industries and academia) share their insights with you. Participants are also invited to bring in their experiences with method development. Pro’s and con’s of current protocols will be discussed and the requirements for accurate measurements. 

The workshop will be organised at the Institute for Environmental Studies, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. The date is set at 19-20 March 2007. The program of the workshop is under construction, but will be available soon.

Study design

Participants are asked to perform replicate analyses of the samples, to carry out a recovery experiment and to perform a blank test. Furthermore, the participants are asked to provide detailed information, such as extraction and clean-up conditions and chromatograms. This study will target at PFBS, PFHxS, PFOS, PFDS, PFBA, PFHxA, PFOA, PFNA, PFDA, PFUnA, PFDoA and other PFCs may be added to the list during the workshop discussions.

Matrices

· Water sample. A surface water sample will be provided.
· Fish tissue sample. A fish tissue will be prepared from naturally contaminated fish fillets. The fillets will be packed in glass jars which will be sterilised. The homogeneity of the material will be determined.

· Study standard. A study standard with a selection of PFCs in undisclosed concentrations will be provided for evaluating the instrument calibration. 

Planning

26-27 February (tentative)
Workshop participants to discuss methods for accurate analysis and analytes

March
Dispatch of test materials to participants

March to May
Laboratory measurements

15 June
Deadline submission test results

Summer
Evaluation (statistical) of results / preparation of summary report

September
Workshop participants to discuss and evaluate results 

31 October
Report of method evaluation

The results will be discussed in detail at a workshop organised in conjunction with Dioxin 2007, Tokyo, Japan. Based on the results and discussions at this workshop, a final method performance evaluation report will be produced. We will aim on producing guidelines for analysis. The guidelines and results will be disseminated and will be available for the scientific community.

Participation

The participation in this study is free of charge thanks to a generous sponsoring of Plastics Europe. Furthermore, costs can be kept low due to kind support of Wellington Laboratories who will provide standards. 
The travel and subsistence costs for the workshop are on the participant´s own account. There will be no fee for attending the workshop. The number of participants for this study is limited to 25-30 and the registration may be closed after the maximum has been reached. Please provide your contact and address details in the provided Excel sheet and return this sheet to Gerda.Hopman@ivm.falw.vu.nl. For questions and remarks, please contact Stefan van Leeuwen (see details below). 

Human matrices ILS

A new ILS for human matrices is expected to be announced in 2007 by Prof. Dr. Gunilla Lindstrom, Örebro University. For further details you may wish to contact Prof. Dr. Gunilla Lindstrom at Gunilla.Lindstrom@nat.oru.se.

We’re looking forward to your participation in this study. Should you have any question, please don’t hesitate to ask.

With kind regards,

Stefan van Leeuwen and Jacob de Boer

Institute for Environmental Studies

Vrije Universiteit

De Boelelaan 1087

1081 HV Amsterdam

tel 020-5989545

fax 020-5989553

Stefan.van.Leeuwen@ivm.falw.vu.nl
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