Dr. Ester Heath and Dr.Tina Kosjek

Jožef Stefan Institute

Jamova 39

1000 Ljubljana

Slovenia 
Ljubljana, 5.11.2012

Subject: Invitation letter to participate in an interlaboratory exercise
Dear Sir/Madam,
We have the pleasure to invite you to participate in the upcoming Interlaboratory Exercise on the Determination of Cytostatics in Surface and Wastewaters organized by the European Union funded project CytoThreat "Fate and effects of cytostatic pharmaceuticals in the environment and identification of biomarkers for an improved risk assessment on environmental exposure" (FP7/2007-2013, under grant agreement n. 265264).

As you are aware the study of polar pharmaceutical residues in the aquatic environment is still evolving and a number of different analytical methodologies validated at the level of a single laboratory are reported in the literature. You are also aware that cytostatics are amongst the least studied pharmaceuticals and only a limited number of laboratories are capable of measuring them at environmental levels. Therefore, we would appreciate if you could find the time to participate in this interlaboratory exercise. Cytostatics of interest have been chosen on the basis of a literature review. We found that the most commonly studied cytostatics are 5-fluorouracil, cyclophosphamide, ifosfamide, methotrexate, cisplatin, gemcytabine and etoposide. The final selection will be based on your response (see return form below). Therefore we would kindly ask you to select on the list provided those compounds you are willing to analyse and then to return your selection to the above address. 
Participants will be asked to analyse selected cytostatics depending on individual competences in non-spiked and spiked matrices which will include wastewater and surface water. To each laboratory, 1L of each sample will be shipped packed in dry ice. In case you need more sample, you should state this in your response to this invitation (see return form below). Standard solution of compounds of interest will be shipped along with samples.
The deadline for acceptance to participate in this exercise, which includes the return of this invitation letter, is 31.12.2012. The protocol for sample handling will be sent to you upon receiving your acceptance letter. Sample shipment is planned for March, 2013. If necessary, we will organize a videoconference prior to sample shipment. The deadline to submit the results together with a report describing your experimental work and method performance is planned for June, 2013. 

CytoThreat will cover the cost of sample shipment; however, the project budget does not cover the actual analysis. At the end of the exercise, each laboratory will be provided with a summary of its own results in a completely confidential manner. The results will be kept anonymous, and discussed only within this project and between the interlaboratory exercise participants. If the exercise proves successful, the results, with unanimous agreement, will be published in an International Journal of merit. Each laboratory will have one co-authorship. 

If you are interested in participating in this exercise, please contact us ASAP, preferably no later than 31st of December 2012.
 

Regards,
Ester and Tina 


RETURN FORM (please return to dr. Heath, JSI, Jamova 39, Ljubljana, Slovenia or send by email to ester.heath@ijs.si)
Table 1: Basic data of participant

	Participant data
	

	Name of responsible person
	

	Institution
	

	Address
	

	Town
	

	Country
	

	Contact email
	

	Instrumentation of analysis (GC or LC)
	


Table 2: Cytostatics of interest (please label which compounds your laboratory is willing to analyse in the framework of this exercise)

	Cytostatic
	Abbreviation
	YES/NO

	5-fluorouracil
	5-FU
	

	cyclophosphamide
	CF
	

	ifosfamide
	IP
	

	methotrexate
	MET
	

	cisplatin
	Cis-Pt
	

	gemcytabine
	GEM
	

	etoposide
	ETOP
	


Table 3: Volumes of matrix needed by your laboratory
	Matrix 
	Suggested volume for shipment/analysis
	Special requests regarding the volume by your laboratory

	
	
	

	Spiked surface water
	1 L
	

	Wastewater
	1 L
	

	Spiked wastewater
	1 L
	


Date and signature of responsible person
